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Key Principles  

Malvern Way phonics ensures that there is a consistent approach to the teaching of phonics 

across the school. When planning phonics sessions, the following sequence is used to ensure that 

children are given sufficient opportunity to revisit, practise and apply new learning.  
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Every phonics session should include: 

 Whole class teaching 

 A teaching assistant supporting group/s of children & delivery   

 Each stage stated on page 3  

 A balance of reading/ writing practise and application which includes differentiation  

 Links made to cursive handwriting  

 Graphemes/ phonemes added to alphabet frieze 

 Graphemes/ phonemes identified on sound mats  

 Practise speed recall of selected phonemes/ memory words (high frequency words with an 

irregular spelling pattern for the phase in which they are in) 

 Practise of correct speech sound articulation 

  

Across each week phonics sessions should include: 

 Activities linked to Phase 1 Aspects 

 4 new GPCs including letter name (excluding revisit weeks & Phase 6 Spring 1 onwards) 

 Jolly Phonics ® songs and actions for Phase 2/3 

 Actions for identified HFWs (see appendix 1) 

 Practise reading of HFWs 

 New memory words  

 Sound buttons  

 Phoneme frames  

 Robot arms  

 Active participation 

 Games which ensure all children are involved in phonics learning 

 Outdoor opportunities  

 Dictations  

 Syllable clapping 

 Handwriting practise, pencil grip and seating positon 

 Correct use of the terms, grapheme, phoneme, syllable, memory word, polysyllabic etc. 

 Hooks, experiences, imagery that reflect the children’s interests and understanding 

 

Phonics session can include:  

 High quality videos or games which have been closely matched to the stage of the 

programme and teaching strategies used 

 Presentations which have been created to support the teaching of the programme using the 

consistent format  

 Purchased resources such as letter rainbows 

 

SEN provision 

All children are included in every phonics session. Phonics sessions are suitably differentiated to 

support all children to keep up. Children with SEN will be provided additional enhanced provision 

and intervention for catch up. Interventions are closely linked to individual assessments and a 

child’s phonological awareness. 
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Phase 1 Nursery Onwards  

Throughout Phase 1 children develop their speaking and listening skills which lay the foundation for phonic 

learning in Phase 2. Teaching in nursery focuses on the 7 aspects which each include the following 

strands:  

 tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination) 

 listening to and remembering sounds (auditory memory and sequencing) 

 talking about sounds (developing vocabulary and language comprehension) 
 

The 7 aspects taught throughout the year are: 

 Aspect 1- General sounds discrimination (environmental sounds) 

 Aspect 2- General sounds discrimination (instrumental sounds) 

 Aspect 3- General sounds discrimination (body percussion) 

 Aspect 4- rhythm and rhyme  

 Aspect 5- alliteration  

 Aspect 6- voice sounds 

 Aspect 7- Oral blending and segmenting 
 

Phase 1 skills are essential to being a successful reader, therefore, skills from these aspects are revisited 

throughout Malvern Way Phonics in Reception and KS1. 

Each week one of the 7 aspects should be the planned focus of daily phonics.  Each aspect will be covered 

at least termly with an increased focus on Aspect 7 during the summer term. 
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Phase 1 

Nursery Overview
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Phase 2  

Each week consists of 5 sessions. The final session of the week will focus on revisiting weekly 

sounds and memory words taught and the application of these in reading and writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1- Reception 

Week Phase 2 graphemes for reading and 
writing  

New memory words  

1 Transition week   

2 s a t p  

3 i n m d I, is 

4 g o c k the, a 

5 Assess and review week- complete phonics tracker 

6 ck e u r go, no  

7 h b f l to, into 

8 
 

Handwriting 
Focus 

Revisit of sounds & letter formation 

Day 1  i l t 

Day 2 n m h  

Day 3 b k f 

Day 4 c a o g 

Day 5 s p 
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Phase 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2- Reception 

Week Phase 2/3 graphemes for reading and 
writing  

New memory words  

1 ff ll ss j put 

2 v w x y  he, we 

3 z zz qu ch me, be 

4 sh th th ng nk she, push, pull 

5 Review week   

6  Words with s /s/ added at the end-
plural (hats bits) 

 Words ending s /z/ (his has)  

 Words with s /z/ added at the end 
(bags)  

his, has, as 

7 
 

Handwriting 
Focus 

Day 1  j y  

Day 2 v w 

Day 3 x z zz 

Day 4 ng nk 

Day 5 sh ch th 

Revisit of sounds & letter formation 

 

Revisit memory words taught 
so far for reading & writing  
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Phase 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1- Reception 

Week Phase 3 graphemes for reading and 
writing  

New memory words  

1 ai oa igh ee was, of 

2 or oo oo ar you, my by 

3 ur ow oi ear  all  

4 er air ure are, they 

5 Assess and review week- complete phonics tracker  

6 
 

Handwriting 
Focus 

Day 1  oo oa 

Day 2 or ow 

Day 3 oi 

Day 4 ai air 

Day 5 ar 

Revisit of sounds & letter formation 

 

Revisit memory words taught 
so far for reading & writing  

7 
 

Handwriting 
Focus 

 

Day 1  ee er  

Day 2 ear 

Day 3 ur ure 

Day 4 igh 

Revisit of sounds & letter formation 

 

Revisit memory words taught 
so far for reading and writing 
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Phase 3 

 

 

 

 
Spring 2- Reception 
Week Phase 3 graphemes for reading and 

writing  
New memory words  

1 Revisit- ai ee igh oa 

oo oo ar or 
said  

2 Revisit – ur ow oi ear  
Revist- er air ure  

so, do 

3  Words with double letters e.g. 
butter, flutter, puffer, cutter 

 Words with two or more taught 
digraphs e.g. shock, coach, chick, 
check, poach, lurch 

like 

4 Words ending in –ing  

Compound words e.g. earring, starfish, 
farmyard 

some, come 

5 Words with a –s /z/ at the end e.g. dogs 

Words with –es /z/ at the end e.g. foxes, 

boxes 

have, little 
 

6 Review week  
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Phase 4 
Summer 1- Reception 
Week  Phase 4 reading and 

writing focus 
(short vowel sounds) 

Example words New 
Memory 
Words 

1 Blue 1  CVCC words 
short vowel sound 
 
 

 -ed /ed/ /id/ suffix  

milk, jump, tent, hand, just, 
bunk, felt  
 
 
handed, landed, melted  

what, when  
 

2 Blue 1  CCVC words 
short vowel sound 

 
 

 -ed /t/ suffix  

 

trip, trap, grab, clip, club, 
plum, spot, step, flag, grip 
 
 
kicked, jumped, mixed, 
skipped, hopped, pinned  

one, love 
 

3 Blue 1  CCVCC words 
short vowel sound 
 

 

 -ed  /d/ suffix 

crisp, stamp, twist, drink, 
drench, slept 
 
 
 
 
planned, banned, begged, 
smelled, lived, jammed 

were  
 

4 Blue 1  CCCVC words 
short vowel sound 

 

 -ing suffix (no 

change to root 
word) 

splat, sprig, scrum, scrub, 
string, scrap, splash 
 
singing, stringing, buzzing,   

here 

5 Blue 1  CCCVCC words 
short vowel sound 

 

 -er suffix  

 

 –est suffix  

straps, strand, strips, 
splash, thrust, scratch, 
scrunch, stretch 
 
mixer, quicker, fuller, finger 
 
quickest  

there, today  

6  Review week  
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Phase 4 
Summer 2- Reception 
Week  Phase 4 reading and writing 

focus 
(Phase 3 long vowel 
graphemes) 
 

Example words New Memory 
Words 

1 Blue 1  CVCC words long vowel 
sounds  
 

 -ed /ed/ /id/ suffix  

lights, paint 
 
 
painted, pointed 

 

says, oh 

2 Blue 1  CCVC words long vowel 
sound 

 
 
 

 -ed /t/ suffix  

float, creep, 
train, brain, 
flight, spoon, 
steep 
 
creeped 

 

3  Assess and review week- complete phonics tracker  

4 Blue 1  CCVCC words- long & 
short 

 

 -ed  /d/ suffix 

Spoils, twist  
 
 

 

5 Blue 1  CCCVC words  
 

 -ing suffix (no change 

to root word) 

street, strain 
 
fighting 
lighting 
meeting 
coaching 

 

6 Blue 1  CCCVCC words with 
long vowel sound 

 

 -er suffix  

 

  –est suffix  

sprains 
 
 
darker, lighter 
 
highest, lightest 
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Phase 3/4 review 
Autumn 1- Year1  
Week  Phase 4 reading and writing 

focus 
(Phase 3 long vowel 
graphemes) 
 

Example words Revisit memory 
words taught 
so far  

1 Blue 1 Review Phase 3 GPCs 
 
ai ee igh oa 
oo oo ar or  
ur ow oi ear  

  

2 Blue 1 er air ure 
 

Words with a –s /z/ at the end 

e.g. dogs 

Words with –es /z/ at the end 

e.g. foxes, boxes 

  

3 Blue 1 Phase 4: CVCC CCVC CCVCC 
CCCVC (both long and short 
vowels) 

  

 
 
Phase 5 
Autumn 1- Year 1 

Week Book 
band  

Phase 5 graphemes for 
reading and writing 

Example words New memory 
words 

4 Blue 2/3  /ai/ ay 
/ow/ ou 
/oi/ oy 
/ee/ ea 

play 
cloud 
toy 
each 

their, people  

5  Assess and review week- complete phonics tracker 

6 Blue 2/3 /igh/ ie 
/oo/ /yoo/ ue 
/ai/ a-e 
/igh/ i-e 

pie 
blue, clue 
shake 
time  

your, ask, when 

7 Blue 2/3 /oa/ o-e 
/oo/ /yoo/ u-e 
/ee/ e-e 

home 
rude, cube 
these 

could, should, 
would  
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Phase 5 
Autumn 2- Year 1 

Week Book 
band 

Phase 5 graphemes for 
reading & writing  

Example words  
 
 

New memory 
words 

1 Blue 2/3 
 
 
Green  
 

/oa/ oe 
/e/ ea 
 
/oo/ /yoo/ ew 
/ee/ ie  

toe 
head 
 
new 
shield field 

house, mouse 

2 Green 
 

/ai/ a  
/ee/ e 
/igh/ i 
/oa/ o 

paper, crater 
he me we 
tiger, find, wild, child 
go, so, old, cold, fold 

Mr, Mrs, Ms  

 Green /yoo/ u 
/ur/ ir 
/igh/ y 
/or/ aw 

unicorn 
bird 
fly, cry 
claw  

want, water, 
because 

3 
 

Handwriting 
Focus 

 Revisit of sounds and letter formation 

1 ay 

2 ea 

3 ew 

4 aw 

5 Any specific  
 

I’m, don’t 
(HFWs) 

4 
 
 
Handwriting 

Focus 

 Revisit of sounds and letter formation 

1 ou 

2 oy 

3 ir 

4 ie 

5 ue 
 

 

5  Review focusing on all alternative spellings taught 
together: 
 
/ai/ ay, a, a-e 
/ee/ e, ie, e-e, ea 
 

Review all 
phase 5 
memory 
words 

6  /igh/ ie, i, i-e 
oa/ o, o-e 
/oo/ /yoo/- ue, u-e, ew, u  
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Phase 5 
Spring 1- Year 1 

Week Book 
band 

Phase 5 graphemes 
for reading & writing  

Example words 
 
 

New memory 
words 

1                    Green  /oo/ ou 
/oo/ ui 
/u/ o 
/oa/ ou 

soup 
fruit 
worry, other, nothing, month 
shoulder, boulder 

any, many, 
again 

2 Green 
 
 
 
Orange  
 

/oa/ ow 
/o/ a 
/or/ a 
 
/j/ g 

snow, grow 
want, swap 
water  
 
giant 

thought, know, 
friend 
 

3 Orange  /j/ -ge -dge 
/z/ se  
/s/ ce se  
/s/ c 
/ee/ y 

huge, dodge, fudge 
cheese, please, tease 
fence, face, mouse, house 
cell 
funny 

call, different  

4 Orange  /l/ le al 
/ee/ ey 
/f/ ph 
/w/ wh 
 

juggle, petal 
donkey, key, jockey, monkey 
phone, phonics 
when 
 

 
who, whole, 
where, two 

5  Review week complete phonics tracker  

6   Review focusing on all alternative spellings taught 
together: 
 
/ai/ ay, a-e, a, ai 
/ee/ ea, e, e-e, ie, ey, y, ee 
/igh/ i-e, i, ie, igh, y 
/oa/ ow, oe, ou, o-e. o, oa 
/oo/ u, ew, ue, u-e, u, ou, ui 

Review all 
phase 5 
memory words 

7  Application of final sounds: 
 
/j/ -ge -dge 
/z/ se  
/s/ ce se  
/ee/ y 
/l/ le al 
/ee/ ey 
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Phase 5 
Spring 2- Year 1 

Week Book band  Phase 5 
graphemes 
for reading & 
writing  

Example words 
 
 

New memory 
words 

1 Orange  /sh/ ch 
/s/ st 
/c/ ch 
/ar/ al 
 

chef 
whistle, bristle 
school. ache, anchor 
half, calf 
 

once 
 

2 Orange  /ur/ or 
/air/ are 
/v/ ve 
/u/ ou 
 

word, work 
share, care 
give, have, solve, serve 
young, double, touch, couple   
 

laugh 

3 Orange  /ch/ -tch 
/ur/ ear 
/or/ au augh 
/ai/ eigh 

catch, thatch  
heard, learn 
launch, author, caught  
eight  

eye, parents 

4 Orange 
  
Turquoise 

/ear/ eer, ere  
 
/air/ ear 
/or/ al 
/ar/ a 

deer, here 
 
bear, tear 
walk, talk  
father, raft, after, class, pass, 
grass  
 

 

5  Review week all phase 5 grapheme/ phonemes from autumn- 
spring 1 
 
Complete phonics tracker *Year 1 only  

6   Review week all new graphemes/ phonemes from spring 2 
including the alternative groups: 
 
/s/ ss, c, se, ce, st, s 
/or/ au, al, a, aw, or 
/ar/ a, al, ar 
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Teachers to complete overview of sounds to revisit for their class- complete and return prior to end 

of spring 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 5 
Summer 1 - Year 1 Review Phase 5 GPCs for consolidation & phonics screening 

Week Book 
band 

Phase 5 
graphemes for 
reading & 
writing  

Example words 
 
 

New memory 
words 

1   
 
 
 

  

2   
 
 
 

  

3     

4   
 

  

5   
 
 
 

  

6   Review week 
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***Summer 2 Year 1 subject to change following outcomes of phonics screening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 5/6 
Summer 2 - Year 1 

Week Book band  Phase 5 
graphemes 
for reading & 
writing  

Example words 
 
 

New memory 
words 

1 Turquoise /r/ wr 
/s/ sc 
/i/ y 
 

wrist, write 
science, scan, disc 
crystal 

beautiful 

2 Turquoise /n/ kn  
/n/ gn 
/m/ mb 
 

know, knock, kneed  
gnaw, gnat  
comb, tomb  
  

pretty, hour 
 

3 Assess and review week- complete phonics tracker 

4 Turquoise  /sh/ tion 
/sh/ ssi 
/sh/ si 
/sh/ ci 

fiction, traction, fraction  
mission, passion  
mansion 
delicious, suspicious 

prove, move 

5 Turquoise /ai/ aigh  
/ai/ ey 
/ai/ ea 

straight 
grey 
break  
 

door, floor, poor 

6  Review week 
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Essentials Spelling Weekly Overview  

Each week consists of 4 sessions. 
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